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Course Description

Hardly anyone today denies that the planet and its inhabitants are in trouble. The delicate balance
of the various cyclic biogeochemical processes is under threat and human economic activity has
left its mark on the home planet. Governments around the world have long recognised the gravity
of environmental concerns and their effects on welfare, and the area emerged as an important
sector of policymaking activity in the 1970s.

Since then though, both environmental problems and policy responses have grown in
complexity. Rising awareness of environmental challenges has gone hand in hand with
increasing intractability and widening political polarisation regarding the balance of key values
at stake. In that backdrop, a study of the range of policy responses at the disposal of governments
is of critical importance.

This is among the broadest policy areas, and the course attempts to cover that breadth, from
pollution and conservation to energy and recycling. Also, it covers contexts across the range of
policy maturity in terms of policy principles. Besides learning about the policy sector, the course
also serves as a broad overview of the elements of public policy in an applied manner.

Course Objectives

Learning to frame environmental problems as policy problems

To introduce the major environmental policy principles

Explaining how environmental policy principles translate into policy instruments.
Studying cases and examples of environmental policy in practice

To introduce tools, instruments and standards associated with advanced Environmental
Policy
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Course Outcomes

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Appreciate the relationship between policy principles and policy instruments

2. Analyze a given environmental problem and draw recommendations from a basket of
policy instruments

3. Appreciate the nature and scope data demands that environmental policy makes and
source of the data

4. Comprehend the application of basic analytical tools such as Life Cycle Analysis

5. Identify professional niches that overlap with this wide field of policy

Course Schedule

Unit I Sessions: 5 Introduction

e The need for Environmental Policy
e Overview of Policy Instruments
e Diverging Views in Environmental Thought

Unit II Sessions : 8 Principles

e Polluter Pays

e Extended Producer Responsibility

e Common but Differentiated Responsibility
e Precautionary Principle

Unit III Sessions: 12 Tools, Instruments and Standards

e Life Cycle Analysis

e System Dynamics Models
o Integrated Product Policy

e Labeling

e Green Public Procurement
e [SO 14000

Unit IV Sessions: 5 Cross-cutting Analytical Discussion

e Environment and Development
e Emissions embedded in Trade
e The Energy Transition
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